Sepsis and the dendritic cell.
Sepsis is a syndrome of significant morbidity and mortality. Unlike the advances made in other diseases processes, improvements in outcome from sepsis, severe sepsis, and septic shock have been modest. Current research has altered our understanding of sepsis pathogenesis such that present models and definitions are still evolving. One relatively novel cell type, the dendritic cell, is the subject of much current investigation in sepsis. Although our present understanding of dendritic cell biology is incomplete, growing evidence supports the importance of this antigen-presenting cell in the normal and maladaptive responses to microbial invasion and tissue injury. A better understanding of this cell's basic biology as well as its potential as a therapeutic target will undoubtedly play increasing roles in the development of new strategies for the treatment of the septic patient.